One does not simply work
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Tasikoki has been my home for two years now but it still throws a
few surprises at me on an almost daily basis. This is because of the
very nature of a rescue centre.
You never really know what is going to happen
each day because there are just so many variables
and we don't control all of them.

The Daily Routine:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday & Sunday

On any given day Tasikoki:

So what exactly does the daily routine involve? I am
glad you asked.

Might receive recently rescued wildlife with almost no
notice

The current routine appears below in all it's glorious
detail.

Wildlife may become sick and need specific care

6.00am - browsing & foraging

A storm might bring down or damage a fence and it
needs repairing

Much of the wildlife will only eat specific items from the
forest. It may be the only food they get all morning or it
might be a supplement to what the keepers prepare.

Trees and seedlings might need to be planted
A local might arrive at the gate with a rare animal to
hand over
A local school might visit with 70 pupils (we do have
an extensive and very successful education program)
For the record, I have been witness to every single
one of the above. But for me, I love the nature of
volunteering at Tasikoki.
However, you will be pleased to know that there is a
daily schedule or routine for volunteers to follow. This
schedule has been devised over several years and is
centred around the needs of the wildlife, not yours or
mine. This is in fact extremely important to be aware
of. If the routine is not followed then the wildlife may
suffer, for example because their food is late.
Although the routine itself may be fine tuned from time
to time, depending upon number of volunteers or the
needs of the wildlife, this can only be done by the
volunteer coordinator or a member of staff. You the
volunteer will follow the routine to the letter unless told
otherwise.

The early start is to ensure that the wildlife gets their
food as not long after they are up and about.
7.00am - Bundling
Each day the keepers will collect a huge quantity of
general browse. This can be just about any plant, older
leaves, flowers, buds, roots & young leaves.
Each morning we need to prepare the general browse
by shaping it into little parcels.
The volunteers may hand this out to the 135 macaque
monkeys who each get a bundle but that depends on
how many volunteers we have.

7.30am - Jungle Salad

2.00pm Wildlife Enrichment

Some of the volunteers will collect jungle salad each
morning during the browsing session. Jungle salad consists
of young leaves, flowers and buds. it has to be young
leaves because these animals live at the tops of trees and in
nature usually feed exclusively on young leaves at the tps of
the trees or ends of the branches.

Any enrichment items made earlier today are now
handed out to the remaining wildlife.

7.45am - Cassowarry & Javan Deer
During the browsing session volunteers will also collect
orest fruit such as figs and katapan which will be fed to the
cassowary. In addition, any foraging material left over is fed
to the deer.
8.00 - 9.00am BREAKFAST AT THE VOLUNTEER HOUSE

3.00pm Jungle Salad
The wildlife that received jungle salad this morning
before breakfast now gets the same again.
3.30pm Coordinator's Choice
This is the end of the volunteers official day however,
there is always lots to do and the coordinator may ask
for volunteers to help with one last task but there is no
pressure to join in any of the tasks below:

Gardening
9.00 - 11.30am Enrichment Session
Designing and making enrichments is the biggest part of
the volunteer's mornings. So what exactly is enrichment?
My definition is "something that will typically occupy or
stimulate the wildlife, the longer it lasts the better, whilst
encouraging natural behaviours and often results in a treat
of some kind at the end."
We try to make enrichment for all the wildlife where possible
but once again, this is determined by the number of
volunteers, but we usually make enrichment for all primates
then the following day for all birds. This is then repeated
indefinitely.
11.30am - 1.00pm LUNCH AT THE VOLUNTEER HOUSE
1.00 - 2.00pm Bear Enclosure
Each day the volunteers go into the main bear enclosure,
after moving the bears into their smaller nighttime
enclosure, and help remove old food and poop, clean their
swimming pool and put out today's enrichment items.

Cleaning up
Preparing tomorrow's enrichment
Making ice blocks
Collecting forest materials for use tomorrow
Beach clean up
Property clean up

From 3.30pm your time is yours and you can do whatever you want as long as you do not go into the Wildlife Rescue
Centre. After 4pm we leave the animals alone and undisturbed to the best of our ability. This is their alone time whilst
they get ready for sleep.
Volunteers will often do any one of the following at this time:
Go to the beach to snorkel and swim
Climb the viewing tower to relax and read
Practise yoga
Go to the gym in the nearby town of Bitung
Go to the local internet café
Go shopping at tone of the local supermarkets. We get three freshly prepared meals a day but it's nice to go get
some drinks, an ice cream, hang out at the local coffee house
Jam on instruments they have bought themselves although there is a guitar at the volunteer house.
Sleep
7.00pm Night Safari
One last thing needs to be done and that is feed the Slow Loris. These are nocturnal and whilst the keepers give
them an early fruit supper at 3.30pm their main meal is handed out now by the volunteers. This is always done in
pairs and involves going back down to the rescue centre. The food itself would have been prepared in the afternoon
by the keepers, the volunteers just need to hand it out, quietly!
There you have it, a typical day in the life of you, the volunteer. However, be prepared for a change in the schedule
as you might be asked to help prepare an enclosure for a new arrival, take a trip to assist on the Turtle Beach project
or even defrost the enrichment freezer.
If, after reading this, you have any questions, feel free to email me at volunteer@tasikoki.org
Oh, and if you want to bring new enrichment ideas that would be great. we have a repertoire of hundreds of
enrichments but new ideas are always welcome. However, two things to remember are that what may be suitable for
a house pet will likely not be suitable for a wild animal and we try to use natural materials from the forest wherever
possible.
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